
 

Ian Woods 
4 Lombard Street 

London, EC3V 9HD 
Telephone: 020 7190 2988 
Email: i.woods@bjm-co.com 

Nationality: British 
EDUCATION 
 
August 2011 Admitted as a Solicitor of the Senior Courts of England & Wales 
 
July 2008  Called to the Bar of England & Wales at Lincoln’s Inn 
 
2007-2008  BPP Professional Law School 

Bar Vocational Course, VC, 
 
2003-2007  University of Essex 
   LLB (Hons) English and European Law, 2:1 
 
2005-2006  University of Paris X 

Diploma in French Law 
 

1997 -2003  John Hampden Grammar School, High Wycombe 
A Level: History, French, Psychology, Physics  

    
LEGAL WORK EXPERIENCE 
 
May 2010 – To Present: Ben Macfarlane & Co   Solicitor 
 
His duties include conducting and assisting in maritime, insurance and international trade 
disputes, dealing with both litigation and arbitration. As a case handler he is responsible for 
liaising with and advising clients, drafting written advices, conducting negotiations and 
instructing counsel. He also reviews and drafts commercial contracts as part of his non-
contentious practice.  
 
October 2008 – April 2010: Legal Practice Clerks   County Court Advocate 
 
He appeared before a District Judge on a daily basis undertaking a variety of hearings, including: 

• Applications to set aside judgment and for summary judgment; 
• Landlord/tenant possession hearings and mortgage possession claims; 
• Small claims including contract disputes and road traffic accidents; and 
• Appeals. (Circuit Judges) 

This provided extensive experience in litigation and advocacy in many areas and aspects of law. 
He demonstrated an ability to accurately assess the merits of a case helping to achieve the most 
favourable result for the client.  
 
LEGAL PLACEMENTS 
Date:   Organisation:    Description: 
March 2008  Berri’s Solicitors   Placement 
August 2007  Quadrant Chambers   Mini Pupillage 
April 2007   18 Red Lion Court Chambers   Mini Pupillage 
February 2007  Stone Chambers   Mini-Pupillage 
April 2006   IBB Solicitors    Placement 



 

 
 
NON LEGAL WORK EXPERIENCE 
 
2005 – 2008  Brightlingsea Sailing School   Principal 
 
This work involved running a commercial powerboat and sailing school, teaching both 
disciplines at all levels. A key component to this role was the ability to adapt manner and 
communication to the needs and relative ability of the people on the courses.  
A confident and assertive manner allowed him to gain the trust and confidence of the customers 
ensuring they felt comfortable in their new environment. This experience demonstrates his 
ability to explain concepts clearly, exercise judgment in adverse conditions and retain customer 
business. (This was part-time work throughout university). 
 
2004 – 2008  Brightlingsea Harbour Commissioners  Harbour Assistant 
 
This position involved helping to run a commercial harbour. He undertook a range of duties 
based on his qualifications, experience and knowledge. This role included responsibility for 
working in a position of authority, dealing with people from all backgrounds and enforcing local 
bye-laws. This experience developed an ability to deal with people in a professional capacity and 
gain self-confidence in exercising judgment and in making difficult decisions. 
 
AWARDS 
 
May 2007 Winner of the University of Essex Negotiation Competition 
May 2007 Exceptional Commitment to Sport Award, University of Essex  
June 2003 John Hampden Grammar School Silver Cup award for Innovation 
 
ACHIEVEMENTS 
 
Mock Trial: 
(2008 - 2011) 

 
This is a pro-bono project coaching pupils from local schools for the 
Magistrates’ Mock Trial Competition.  
 

Negotiation: 
(2007) 

Won the University negotiation competition and went on to represent the 
University at the national competition at the College of Law in Guildford. 
  

Other 
Certificates: 

Law in Action – demonstrating a range of practical legal skills. 
Street Law - educating school children about the English legal system. 

  
SKILLS  
 
Languages: French, business level 
   Russian, basic conversational 
 
INTERESTS  
Ian is a keen sailor and yachtsman, achieving the highest RYA instructor levels in both dinghy 
sailing and power boating. He has obtained his RYA ‘Yacht Master’ and sails yachts regularly 
and races at national and European level in catamarans. At university he was President of the 
Water Sports Society two years running. He has always enjoyed swimming at a competitive level. 
He plays the piano and trumpet. 


